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Course Content:

Urban settlements are organisms in constant transformation. They must be
understood through urgent factors such as migration, labour, social exclusion,
mobility and sustainability. Public space, the commons and the social life of the
city is ever more critical and under ever more pressure.

‘The crumbling of the monuments that were built to signify the immortality of

civilization becomes proof, rather, of its transiency’ Susan Buck Morss, Walter Benjamin
and the Arcades Project

Developments in mobility and transport have transformed the urban system,
creating new territory dynamics. Despite the increasing democratization of
mobility, this has often resulted in spatial and social segregation and
inaccessibility. The neglect and decay found in the wake of the ‘storm of
progress’ is one of today’s great urban challenges. In concentrating our course
around a network of disused / underused railway stations, historically the very
gateways to the hearts of cities and the lifelines of towns, we will look to ways
of increasing urban life and interconnectivity, within and across a broad urban
context.

The complex context studio intends to develop project tools that help the
student to understand the relationship between a building and the urban
context. Through a highly structured working process, with contributions across
several disciplines, we will work towards a building / intervention in Alentejo,
Portugal, with an urban understanding. A profound and careful understanding of
place, its actors and everyday life, becomes our point of departure for the
development of architectonic ideas and the search for clear tectonic and spatial
strategies for situated, contextual and important projects.
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The studio will be integrated in the NEW WAYS initiative in Portugal.

One hundred historic railway stations that have been closed down in recent
decades are in need of rehabilitation and new life to stimulate social and
economic dynamics in a significant part of the territory.

The NEW WAYS initiative, funded by EEA Grants and promoted by Serra
Henriques Foundation brings together Portuguese and Norwegian faculties of
architecture to study new uses, sustainable and strategic proposals for this vast
cultural heritage, in many cases scattered and isolated.

Study Trip
The study trip takes place in early September to Lisbon and Alentejo, Portugal.
The study trip as two objectives:

1 — Workshop participation with ISCTE in project site;

2 — “Prepare the eyes to see”, A series of exercises and workshops carried out in
a different context in order to analyse, understand and act, acquiring
methodologies to be employed back in the studio.



Expected Deliveries

1 — A range of process and presentation material such as models, 1;1
explorations, sketches, schemes, diagrams, drawings in various types of media.
Written material situating your investigations within a social anthropological
context

2 — ‘Booklet’ for each group work that synthesizes various types of process
material, the opportunity, the methodology and the relevance of the project in the
local and urban context.

3 — Exhibition and open verbal presentations of the work using a selection of the
process material and using different types of media.

4 — A series of presentations and pinups according to the work phasing and
different workshops.

Objective

The master course Complex Context aims to provide an experience and
understanding of the challenge of intervention in context, and ways in which to
approach it, with an emphasis on process. This year we have a particular focus
on generating urban life, with special attention on social and spatial re-
development based on sustainable mobility.
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Learning Outcomes

Skills

Developing analytical methods of research; mapping, registrations, 1;1,
participatory practices, and setting these in dialogue with design. Developing
design processes, artistic representation, schematic drawings, diagrams, models,
through to tectonic representation. Managing overlapping and interdependent
processes from research through to final design.

Knowledge

Understanding of the complex relationships around intervening in a context;
between building, site, and community. Special attention on social aspect and
sustainable urban development.

Competencies

Multi scale thinking, connecting the very local / intimate to the broader urban
context and discussion. Critical readings of texts and introduction to social
sciences. Development of critical attentiveness to our surroundings, critical
engagement with the urban context, and ways in which to address it.
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Learning Outcomes

A — Analysis

Be prepared to understand, describe and analyse the local and urban context
with attention to:

1 — Physical urban context that should integrate the urban system,
infrastructures, the landscape, urban spaces, urban uses, buildings and the
relationship between buildings and public space.

2 — Urban life with special focus on social characteristics, demographic dynamics
and living conditions.

3 — Social segregation, urban, gender and ethnic segregation.

4 — Local actors from different areas and with different concerns.

B — Design and Methodology
Be prepared to develop a project proposal with attention to:

1 — The context where the project is situated, as a way to develop a project with
urban understanding.

2 — Integration of the different tools, methods, techniques, as an exploratory way
for the project development process. Reciprocity and Integration of research and
design phases.

3 — Emphasis on models and drawings as an exploratory way for the process
project development. Drawing / modelling as thinking, as well as communicating.

4 — Integration of DAV and 1/1 as a means of understanding context, reflecting,
revealing, discovering, challenging, and speculating on ways of acting.



Learning Outcomes

C — Presentation

Be equipped to effectively communicate the project idea in different platforms and
media:

1 —In an oral presentation

2 — Using the developed material during the master course at the exhibition

D — Critical view of the intervention

Be prepared for reflection, participation and critical intervention in a specific
context:

1 — Taking into account the opportunity of the project in the context, in the
community, in everyday life.

2 - Taking into account the participation in the dynamics of the group project and
the discursive nature of the studio as a whole.
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Specific conditions

A master course is considered a formal exam at BAS. The only grading is Pass /Fail.

An external examiner will be present during the final review, and participate on the final grading of the student in collaboration with the teacher(s)
in charge on the course.

If a student lacks the minimum level and attendance in order to be evaluated for the exam, the student shall receive written notice of this as soon
as possible, and at the latest 2 weeks before the final review. Then this student will have failed the course. As a master course is based on the
effort and work during a whole semester, this will be the basis for the approval for the exam.

Written notice/warning can be given throughout the semester if a candidate does not have the required progress or attendance. Then it is the
student’s responsibility to put in the extra effort and resources.

Even though a student does not receive a warning/notice from the teachers, the final result will be depending on an evaluation also by an exter-
nal assessor, and the result can therefore not be guaranteed.

If a student has special needs and will need facilitation during the master course, the student must contact BAS before the course starts and
inform the school about this. It is required to have documentation of a diagnosis in order to have facilitation. If you have had a process with this
earlier in your study, you nevertheless have to contact adm. to inform and agree upon the specific needs for facilitation for the upcoming semes-
ter.

The final assessment

will be made by the teacher(s) in charge of the course plus an external examiner during the final review, and will be based on:
1. The individual submission for the different stages of the project.

2. The level of participation and contribution to the collective/group work.

3. The assessment of the work/project as presented at the final review.

After the final review one will receive either a pass or fail. If there are minor weaknesses that could improve the project in order to pass, a candi-
date may be given supplementary work that is to be completed within 2 weeks after the final review. The supplementary work will be evaluated to
either a pass or a fail by the teacher(s) in charge. If the weaknesses are not possible to overcome by doing supplementary work, the grade will
be fail. This decision of giving supplementary work is solely up to the teacher and the external examiner.

Specific requirements for design and build courses:
For design and build courses it is very important that the student participates on the collective work, as well reflect on one’s own effort and lear-
ning outcome.



The final decision as to the performance of each student will be taken by the external examiner (sensor) on the basis of
a) both group performance,

b) the report on individual participation done by the teachers,

c) and a portfolio made by the student showing the extent of individual and collective contributions to the studio.

Portfolio

a student is expected to make a portfolio of all 3 master courses before diploma. This is to be submitted at the beginning of the diploma semes-
ter.



