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T h a n k s  t o . . .

Heidi Jensen Sandvik

Thank you for the tea and stories about your childhood in Lervik. Your memories of how life and work in 

Lervik used to be has followed us from the very beginning to the end of our project.

Åge Breimoen

Thank you for your dedication and interest for the history of Trælandsfos AS. Thankyou for letting us borrow 

old plans, sections and maps of the site and factory building. And for giving us the tour of the hydro power 

station at Træland, showing us the factory site and discussing the future of life and work in Kvinesdal.

Ivar Egenes

Thank you for sharing your stories from the years you worked at the factory of Trælandsfos AS. It was 

immensely useful to listen to your memories and the insight we gained into the site and buildings of Lervik 

was invaluable.  

Lloyd Reiersen

Thank you for inviting us to see Eramet, it gave us an insight to how life and work in Kvinesdal is today. We 

also appreciated that you shared your childhood memories of Kvinesdal and what you could remember from 

the factory in Lervik.

Kristen Lervik

Thank you for inviting us in to your childhood home, for sharing stories about how it was to grow up in Ler-

vik and how you remember the factory. The memories and images that you shared with us became important 

throughout the project.

Oda Maria Lande Nilsen

Thank you for helping us to build walls in the exhibition and for bringing food when and a break was needed.



W h e r e ? 

At the south-west coast of Norway lies traces of what used to be a productive society. What is left today  are 

neglected and empty industrial buildings, and a landscape marked by human activity.  The factory that used 

to have an important role in its nearby community is now disconnected from people  in physical distance and 

program. 

The municipality of Kvinesdal stretches from tall mountains with meadows of heather at north to the end  of 

the Feda fjord that opens at the south-west coast of Norway. This topography at Kvinesdal has been an im-

portant prerequisite to the life, work and production in the municipality. Where the rivers turn into waterfalls 

they become a source of power. Trælandsfos AS was established in 1898 to utilize this hydro power located 

at the waterfall of Træland. Here the factory produced paper mass that was then transported, by cable car, 

down to the bay at Lervik in the Feda fjord. In 1961 the production site was moved down to Lervik until its 

relocation from Kvinesdal in 1989.

As production continued in 1961 at the new concrete factory in Lervik a small community formed around it. 

Many of the workers lived with their  families in the houses nearby. The factory hired gardeners to maintain 

the landscape where rose  and bushes with red currents were planted. Children would play at the site, some-

times tag along on the forklifts and  in some cases sneak into the factory spaces where they were not allowed. 

The sailors that came on their ships, either to bring wood or to collect paper mass, would bring candy for the 

children. There used to be a co-existence of production and life at Lervik. Today, there is  a logical border 

between life and factories. And the community that ones lived alongside the industry at Lervik is long gone. 

Through the lifetime of the industry at Lervik the buildings and people had a purpose of serving their  

community in Kvinesdal. The human activity in the area benefited Kvinesdal at the cost of landscape.  This 

anthropogenic extraction of landscape to make way for industry, covering of nature with asphalt  and pollu-

tion of the ocean and seabed has created the neglected place that exist today. There seem to be a lack of care 

for the buildings, the site and history that took place here. The buildings have become a non-existent actor in 

a post-industrialized society.





W h a t ? 

This diploma seeks to find new potential within the industrial site and buildings at the shore of Lervik. 

The anthropogenic interventions in the bay of Lervik are one of many examples of destruction that  

benefit human-actors with the disregard of landscape and other living creatures. The ecological issues  

that the site is facing are too big to ignore and moving forward there is an urge to approach the site with 

a  consciousness to landscape. Could we introduce new human activity that is not at the cost of natural 

landscape?

As we approached the site from a lanscape-perspective the term “nyttevekster” was brought forward in 

the discussion of taking care of nature. “Nyttevekster” can be translated as “growth to make use of”. Ny-

ttevekster does not only serve people, but a “growth to make use of” could also mean it serves a purpose 

for a bee or fish. Foraging nyttevekster have been done through centuries. The Norwegian term used here 

is “sanking”, meaning collecting growth to make use of in a sustainable way. Leaving enough of the plant 

so that in can continue to grow the next year. A growth to make use of in a human perspective could be a 

plant to eat, branches from a tree to make a basket of or a flower to colour your linen.

Today, if we need a new basket, linen in a specific colour or food to make dinner, we go to the store. 

Coming to the store we get the impression that there is an unlimited amount of supplies to cover our 

needs. We become distant to the process of how these goods are made and where they come from.

This diploma seeks to bring forward the knowledge of  nyttevekster that is now forgotten in our daily life. 

By transforming the industrial site at Lervik into a workshop for nyttevekster we intend to reduce the dis-

tance between human and landscape and hopefully contribute to a more conscious relationship between 

anthropogenic actions and land. The site at Lervik will become a space for practical learning to collect 

and prepare nyttevekster. 





W h y ?

The future of how and where we build is changing with more attention towards 

environmental and sustainable solutions. The arguments of tearing something down, if the program is “out-

dated” or the building is “out of style”, often seems unreasonable in an environmental context. In many cases 

buildings and landscapes that once had a single purpose, for example industrial production, can be difficult 

to transform and adapt to a new purpose. At the same time “outdated” buildings often have a historic and 

cultural foundation within their surroundings. And when tearing them down it also takes away the connection 

they once had to community.

The site is in a state of decay and disconnection that calls for an urgency to be developed

and transformed.

Though history the nature and other living things in Lervik has been extracted, adapted or 

covered to make way for human activity. As seen through many centuries of environmental destruction, 

this is not the right way to continue living, building and working. What happens if we shift the focus from a 

human-advantage-perspective, towards taking care and reinforcing landscape? Maybe it can benefit both?





T i m e l i n e

November

	 First study trip: getting an impression of site and locating people that know the area.

	 Collecting maps, plans and sections from Trælandsfos AS.v

January

	 Presenting site and theme of project: transformation

	 Writing social anthropology essay

February

	 Research: history of site

	 Documenting existing site and building through plans and sections

	 Start to make site model 1:200

	 Narrowing down what parts of landscape and building we are working

	 Planning study trip and discussing 1:1 explorations

March

	 Formulating first diploma program

	 Study trip: narrowing down what parts of the site we are working with

	 1:1 exploration making casts of landscape

April

	 Finding 10 important topics to describe the site

	 Developing concept through concept models

	 Beginning design proposal

	 Continuing work with site model 1:200

	 Start working in 1:100 model of building and landscape

May

	 Developing program in relation to Nyttevekster (growth to make use of)

	 Design proposals along with the work on the 1:100 model of building

	 Making wooden boxes to and planting seeds for nyttevekster

	 Finishing the last details of design proposal

	 Developing the 10 important topics to describe the site	

June

	 Producing sections, plans and perspectives in relation to the 10 important topics we developed

	 Finishing model work

	 Making exhibition walls

	 Foraging nyttevekster to display in exhibiton



R e f l e c t i o n s  -  A f t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  M a r c h



R e f l e c t i o n s  -  A f t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  A p r i l



R e f l e c t i o n s  -  A f t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  M a y
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B i b l i o g r a f i  a n d  r e f e r e n n c e s

Juvet Landscape Hotel: “The landscape in which these rooms are placed is by most people considered spec-

tacularly beautiful and varied and the topography allows a layout where no room looks at another.”

Architect: Jensen & Skodvin Architects

The Ruhr Area: “from industrial region to cultural melting pot.”

Nest we grow: “...it is an open, public structure. Its main intent is to bring people in the community together 

to store, prepare and enjoy local foods in the setting of Hokkaido, Japan.”

Architect: Kengo Kuma & Associates + College of Enviromental Design UC Berkeley

Ruin academy - “Ruin academy is set to re-think the industrial city and the modern man in a box.”

Architect: Marco Casagrande

Svanemølle Koblingsstation, copenhagen 1966-1968

Architect: Hans Chr. Hansen.

Vattentornet: “Our water tower turns inside out on the classical form. Instead of a compact tower, the outer 

form creates a room in the inside.”

Architect: Wingårdhs



C V  a n d  r e l e v a n t  p r o j e c t s  f r o m  p o r t o f o l i o s



F ø d t 	 2 7 . 0 9 . 1 9 9 7

M a i l  	 m a r e n . m o h n k v e r @ g m a i l . c o m

T l f 	 + 4 7  9 1 1  3 8  0 9 1

A d r e s s e 	 V å g e d a l e n  1 4 ,  5 1 6 3  B e r g e n

U T D A N N E L S E

	 Bergen Arkitekthøgskole, BAS	 2016 -  dd.
	 Master  i  Arki tektur

	 Sandnes Videregående 		  2013 -  2016
	 Studiespesial iser ing med real fag

ARBEIDSERFARING

	 Ikea Åsane		  2020 -  dd.
	 Kjøkkenkonsulent

	 TempoTempo bar		  2017 -  2020
	 Bartender  og serv i tør

	 Jysk	 2013 -  2016
	 Selger

VERV

	 TreStykker	 	 2021
	 Leder  og økonomiansvar l ig

	 Arkitektenes Fagforbund, AFAG	 2019 -  2020
	 Studentrepresentant  ved BAS

	 UNDER BROEN festival 	 2018

	 Prosjekt leder

SPRÅK

	 Norsk -  f ly tende

	 Engelsk -  f ly tende

DATAFERDIGHETER

	 Adobe Indesign
	 I l lustrator
	 Qgis
	 Rhinoceros
	 Archicad

MAREN MOHN KVERNELAND



CV
Education

Work

Student work

Computer skills

Work experience

Personal Details:
Date of birth: 08.04.90

Phone: 93472540

Aug. 2016 - Aug. 2022
Bergen School of architecture 
Master in Architecture

Aug. 2010 - June 2013
Western Norway university
of applied sciences 
(HVL, former HiB)
Construction engineer

Aug. 2006 - June 2010
Knarvik VGS
The TAF program
+ Certified concrete worker

April 2019 - 
Tippetue Arkitekter AS
Architect

Aug. 2013 - Aug. 2016
Proby AS
Construction engineer

Aug. 2006 - June 2010
Backer Entreprenør AS
Concrete worker

Participant at Trestykker 2017.

Building of a student project 
in the course ”Klimakammer” 
in Balestrand in the end of my 
second year.

Leader of Trestykker 2021.

Archicad, Illustrator, Indesign,
Lumion, Statcon, Vertex BD.

April 2019 - 
Tippetue arkitekter AS
Architect 
Started at Tippetue while in 
my third year at BAS, and is still 
a part of the team today.
I’ve done a variety of work, 
including Detailing, 
construction drawings, 

(sun/shadow etc.), Design 
both on smaller and larger
projects, Client 
communication, planning 
work and vizualizations.

Summer 2018
FM gruppen AS
Assistant construction 
manager
Worked mainly with the 
controlling of: work done at 
the building site, drawing 

(fire/accustic etc.) and the 
communication between the 
construction manager, the 
engineer and the architect on  
an apartment project called 
Landåskollen.

Summer 2017
Arkoconsult AS
Concrete worker
Worked in a team of three, 
doing the formwork, rebar 
and casting of concrete on a 
housing project in Samnanger.

Aug. 2013 - Aug. 2016
Proby AS
Construction engineer
Did calculations on wood- & 
steelconstructions, made 
construction- & 
detaildrawings, building 
energy calculations, housing 
and building design.

Summer 2012
Backer Entreprenør AS
Assistant construction 
manager
Worked as the assistant 
construction manager for six 
weeks, and alone as 
construction manager for two 
weeks on Myrkdalen hotel, 
mainly following up the work 
done at site. 

Aug. 2006 - Aug. 2010
Backer Entreprenør AS
Concrete worker
Did my certification as a 
concrete worker, working for 
Backer Entreprenør doing 

formcasting work.

CV  Steffen Marøy  A lvær



T r e S t y k k e r  -  s t u d e n t  w o r k s h o p  a t  E l v e t u n  Yo u t h  c l u b



R e F o r m -  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  p r o j e c t  i n  L a k s e v å g ,  B e r g e n .



S t e f f e n  M a r ø y  A l v æ r

Spring 2021		  ReForm

Autumn 2020 		  Complex Context

Spring 2020		  Moving through

M a r e n  M o h n  K v e r n e l a n d

Autumn 2021		  Complex Context

Spring 2021		  ReForm

Autumn 2020		  Ocean Space

M a s t e r  c o u r s e s




