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Spaces for conversation: Collectively finding a way forward 



Intro: How does the need for lands-
cape determine life in rural Norway? 

Rural Norway has always been shaped by the 
resources available in their surrounding lands-
cape. The ways to utilize the resources have 
historically been fishing, forestry and agricultu-
re. The last hundred years a need for an other 
resource in nature has increased. The nature it 
self. In Norway, this is called friluftsliv and origins 
from the 1800s. The friluftsliv is a counter reaction 
to how modern society is distancing it self more 
and more from its original habitat. This need from 
society to experience nature has gone trough a 
modernization and monetization. In todays socie-
ty infrastructure is needed to experience the out-
doors. Among these is the Norwegian cabin-cul-
ture. The cabin-culture started off as rentals of 
summerfarms in the mountains, belonging to local 
farmers. In the last 30 years, the cabin-culture has 
gone trough an industrialization process whe-
re almost everyone can buy their own cabin.. 
Many mountain regions in Norway has thereby 
invested hard into this, as it provides much more 
income than the traditional businesses. 



Site and initial research

How does tourism and cabin industry affect 
the local communities of rural Norway? To dive 
deeper into this topic I chose to use my own 
home-village of Nesbyen as a laboratory. 
Nesbyen is a village of about 3200 inhabitants, 
near where the mountain ranges divide east 
and west. Nesbyen has in the last decades 
become one of the top winter and cabin de-
stinations in Norway. The development has 
been fast, and resulted in about 3800 cabins 
in the mountains since the 1980s. This develop-
ment is now starting to create frictions within 
the local community, and also nationally. As 
the development of the cabin industry is quic-
kly de-naturalizing bigger and bigger areas of 
wilderness. However it is also the fundamental 
income of the village, and therefore by pre-
sents a dilemma that is dividing the village. 
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New and modern ways of using the landscape



Community research: Democratic issues, economic 
crisis, lack of forums and meeting spots.

The development of the cabin industry has caused frictions in the local 
community, where many see the development as not sustainable. Howe-
ver the development of new cabin-plots is going faster than ever. What 
causes the continuation of this, even if it is at conflict with the community? 
The situation is complex, as the local economy is believed to be depen-
dent on the industry. Currently the village is in a deep economic crisis, 
where the state governor is soon taking charge of the village. This means, 
social attributes like school, health, library, cinema and sports will be down 
graded, to survive the crisis. Also, the natural catastrophe of the flash flood 
Hans last july, has caused major problems in the village, with many not 
being able to move back to their homes. With an economic crisis, housing 
and flood issues to solve, in addition to the cabin industry, a broader pro-
blem is uncovered. A democratic issue. As of now, most of the decisions 
regarding these issues, are being decided by the municipality, developers 
and private instances. The local community is left out. Thereby leaving the 
future of the village in the hands of these actors. The democratic issue 
becomes evident as not a centralization of power, but at its core, a lack of 
engagement by the local community. 

But when doing interviews, talking to people, it is clear that there are many 
opinions and ideas to solve these questions. The only problem is that th-
ere are no places to interact. There is a lack of spaces to interact, share 
ideas and discuss solutions
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What can architecture do? Spaces 
for interaction  

This project suggests that trough creating and facilitating spa-
ces for conversation, and making meeting spots and forums, 
the local community can together find a way forward on its own 
terms. The projects consist of a series of interventions, that can 
give room to discuss and exchange ideas. With the economic 
situation in mind, the interventions needs to be cost efficient 
and simple. In this way, they can be made and created by the 
community. By locating, reusing, and re thinking existing stru-
ctures and spaces in the village, the project aims for something 
that actually could be done. And to function as a suggestion for 
simple things that can be tools for a more synergetic community.



Outcome of project: 

The main goal of the project is to suggest simple steps that can contribute to make 
Nesbyen a more synergetic community. By inviting to think in new ways and find a way 
forward that is at terms with the communities core values. On an other level, the project 
can also apply to communities in similar situations, both nationally and internationally. 
The project itself is not directly transferable, but the methods and tools can be applied. 
The essence is to create togetherness, while enhancing and rethinking what is alrea-
dy there. 




