AFTER EXTRACTION
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strategies for the afterlife of a quarry

There are several fascinating aspects of stark human impact and its shaping of landsca-
pes. Landscapes that have been cultivated for a long time but now face unrecognizable
changes. Mining and quarrying have been ongoing for centuries, allowing us to witness
how ecology can restore itself long after activities cease.

The more recent imprints of the last decades are larger, more comprehensive, and occur
more frequently. In a Norwegian context, examples of significant imprints on lands-
capes include industries such as wind turbines, forestry, infrastructure, fish farming,
hydropower, oil/gas and mining operations.

It's ironic that many of these marks on the environment are crucial for advancing green
technology, and it's increasing at a rapid rate. Recognizing this, it is essential to consi-
der ecological restoration after operations conclude, as addressed by the "Nature Diver-
sity Act” (Naturmangfoldloven). Nevertheless, some of these post-industrial landscapes
provide opportunities for redevelopment in favor of something new, something that
leverages the conditions initially created for industry.

In Sokndal, Norway, an area that has experienced a variety of different environmental
interventions over the last century, hosts one of the world's largest ilmenite mines, 50
wind turbines, and a recent discovery of new mineral deposits near Sokndal, suggesting
the possibility of creating way larger interventions than the biggest existing mines. Ad-
ditionally, there are stone quarries with approximately 20 years left of extraction on the
east and west sides of Rekefjord. This becomes the area of choice to discuss the post-u-
se of such conditions.

STRATEGIES

In this context "past” refers to the era of quarrying.
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The eastern part of Rekefjord, "Valnesbruddet,” is the focal point of the task, span-
ning a footprint of about 190,000 square meters, and will reach a depth of 71 meters
below sea level when extraction is finished in about 3-7 years. This will become the kind
of post-industrial landscape that, because of its distinctiveness, can offer something
else. The terraced elliptical shape makes the space sublime, and the contrasting idyllic,
vernacular scenery surrounding it makes this surreal. One sees only the pit and the sky
when inside, and one can hardly comprehend what is behind the hill when standing out-
side it.

As a glimpse of its vast potential, the diploma exhibits seven different actions, presen-
ting a conceptual range of ideas that address various values and efforts regarding what
this area can become. The different strategies are primarily divided by different sensi-
bilities, each providing distinct meanings based on either pragmatic commercial uses,
ecological restoration, or experiential public engagement. Despite the different intenti-
ons and outcomes of each approach, all strategies are rooted in a desire to find value in
these altered landscapes.

Valnesbruddet is a strange place that, from an optimistic perspective, shows how dras-
tic human impact on landscapes can create intriguing and valuable environments. This
encourages us to consider possibilities beyond just restoring its original volume, which
is the only current proposal for the quarry. Although restoring the quarry is understan-
dable, and measures like water management and safety are necessary to maintain its
footprint, the diploma project explores the many opportunities the quarry, its context,
and surrounding area invite.

ACT SENSIBILITY PROGRAM/FEATURE EFFORT EFFECT

I I I

FORGET > ® Denying its past, Restoring it to its orignal volume (A & B) : New industry (proposed) or ingiginous nature : Low : Economic activity - restored landscape

OBSERVE > [ ) Observing natures change of past, experience how the landscape finds it way (A & B) | Viewpoint | Low | Viewpoint
| | |
CONNECT > () Merging with the past, Open up the quarry to be filled with ocean (A & B) | A various g: Fish-Fishfarming I HIGH I Aquatic habitat - economic activity

| | |

EXPLOIT > ) leveraging the past, making use of the terassing levels to establish tribunes (A & B) | A: Concert B: Track and field | Low HIGH | Cultural - recreational benefits

AMPLIFY > ° Play along with the past, exaggerating the state of unaturalness by introducing an oasis of vegetation : Microclimate : MEDIUM | Enhanced biodiversity
ROMANTACIZE > o Ironically denying its past, incorporating the picturesque aspects of Sokndal's scenery onto the quarry | Landscape garden | HIGH | Aesthetic enhancement, tourist attraction
| | |
REVERE > o Commemorating the Past, In alignment with the sublime, proposing a landmark that serves as a memorial to the past of extraction | Memorial I MEDIUM I Historical appreciation, cultural landmark




